
English 11 Academic 
Scarlet Letter Study Questions - Chapters 18-20 
(Due Monday, 12/7) 
 
CHAPTER 18 
 
1. The purpose of this chapter is to     (a) show how Hester has changed 

(b) reveal Dimmesdale’s decision to leave with Hester 
(c) show Pearl’s feelings toward Dimmesdale 
(d) tell what Pearl has been doing in the forest 

 
2. After removing the scarlet letter, Hester    (a) stamps it underfoot 

(b) throws it beside the brook 
(c) packs it carefully in her basket 
(d) lets Pearl play with it 

 
3. Once she has taken the letter off, Hester feels   (a) guilty 

(b) relieved 
(c) confused 
(d) uneasy 

 
4. Dimmesdale fears that Pearl     (a) will not recognize him 

       (b) will be afraid of him 
(c) will not love him 
(d) prefers Chillingworth to him 

 
5. The forest creature that Pearl does not meet is a    (a) partridge 

       (b) fox 
(c) rabbit 
(d) pigeon 

 
Thinking it over  
In several places in this chapter, the forest is used as a symbol.  What does it represent?  Does it seem good, bad or 
not clearly either one? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 19 
 
1. This chapter is mostly about     (a) plans for the future 

       (b) Pearl’s reaction 
(c) Pearl’s sense of humor 
(d) the minister’s guilt 

 
2. Dimmesdale confesses that he has feared that   (a) Pearl would die 

(b) Pearl would never know her father 
(c) Pearl would resemble him too much 
(d) Pearl was really Chillingworth’s child

 



CHAPTER 19 (cont’d) 
 
3. Dimmesdale tells Hester that children    (a) always like him 

(b) do not take to him 
(c) make him irritable 
(d) make him happy 

 
4. On her return, Pearl is upset because     (a) Hester has removed the scarlet letter 

(b) she cannot play longer 
(c) the minister has spoken crossly to her 
(d) she mistakes the minister for the Black Man 

 
5. Pearl refuses to cross the brook until    (a) Dimmesdale carries her 

she tells Pearl that she has met the Black Man once?  (b) Hester puts the scarlet letter back on 
(c) Hester threatens her with punishment 
(d) Dimmesdale promises to walk into town with them 
 

6. Which of the following best describes Dimmesdale’s   (a) joyous anticipation 
  Feelings as he watches Pearl’s slow return?   (b) curiousity 
         (c) nervous anticipation 
         (d) impatience 
 
Thinking it over  
This chapter has been described as one of the most painful in the novel.  What incidents make it so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 20 
 
1. This chapter is mostly about     (a) the minister’s meeting with Chillingworth 

(b) the minister’s meeting with Mistress Hibbins 
(c) how much the minister has changed 
(d) the minister’s futhre plans 

 
2. Hester and Dimmesdale start to plan a new live in   (a) New York 

(b) Boston 
(c) Europe 
(d) the forest 

 
3. In three days, the minister plans to    (a) have revenge on Chillingworth 
          (b) preach an important sermon 

(c) see another physician 
(d) marry Hester 

 
4. The first person the minister meets on returning to town is  (a) Mistress Hibbins 

(b) a young girl from his congregation 
(c) Chillingworth 
(d) an elderly deacon 

 



CHAPTER 17 (cont’d) 
 
5. The language of the minister’s Bible is    (a) English 

(b) Hebrew 
(c) Greek 
(d) Latin 
 

6. When Mistress Hibbins refers to “yonder sovereign you   (a) Apostle Eliot 
know of, she means      (b) Chillingworth  
       (c) Charles I 

(d) the Devil 
 
7. When Dimmesdale tells Chillingworth he expects to leave   (a) heaven 
  soon for “another world,” he means    (b) hell 

(c) Europe 
(d) the forest 

 
Thinking it over  
Discuss the ways in which Dimmesdale has changed since his meeting with Hester.  Consider physical changes, 
changes in his outlook on life, and changes in his treatment of people he meets. 
 


